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ABSTRACT

As the fashion business is growing and spreadmgvihgs around the globe, the demand of functionalind
recentness is rising. Unfamiliar artworks and nguietes are becoming appeal of the fashion biz #Jsing unusual. In
this world of competition, needle works and embeoiels have always been a talk of the town. Thésappreciated and
liked by fashion lovers in majority of the coungriwith varying motifs. Smocking is one type of epibdery which has its
origin in England; however designers of many natibave shown their fondness for the technique st feav decades.
Although contemporization of the craftmanship heshaped the stitches and motifs, but the elegainttésoneedlework
holds the same. Lozenge smocking is one form oftking echoing the conventional pleated variant amdgng pleasing
designs for clothing as well as functional use. present paper discusses and defines the techmigtieok and utility of

lozenge smocking in current fashion game.
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INTRODUCTION

The possibilities for three-dimensional manipulatif fabric; gathering, pleating, tucking, shirrjrand quilting
woven materials are seemingly endless. Smockingnisancient craft conventionally used in heirloond dristorical
garments. However, this traditional surface embleflient is making a comeback in unexpected ways ddenm
arrangements (Smith 2010). Because of its vertyatilnd highly decorative qualities, smocking canused in many
exciting and creative ways (Durand 1979). North Aoca smocking is a grid regulated system of puliidiches
alternating with slack stitches that invisibly raplks the fabric into intricate system compositibriotds (Wolff 1996).
Lozenge smocking is a pattern variation of Northekizan smocking (Smith 2010). Lozenge has a unigoetemporary
feel and the technique is simple and stylish (SR&E3). McKay (2010) has also discussed about ¢fieatty and beauty
of the art which reveals that it is an age old tcredmmonly worked on soft, layered fabrics. As tredle developed, a
greater variety of fabrics became available andrembry grew from simple to elaborate. Accordingig changes came
into being form the ancient times to present erar@@2010). The artistry has its own supremacy, alpmgeto people from
all parts of the globe. Now days, embroidered ez preferred by most of the people. The useadbus stitches,
colours, threads, application of stitches on défertextures of the fabric to create classics éstibauty of embroidery
(Naik 2012).
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METHODS

Smocking is an embroidery technique used to gdttmic. Any type of fabric can be smocked as losgtds
supple enough to be gathered. Checked or dot pattefiabrics are popular because the checks orcdotbe used as a
guideline for gathering stitches. It is worked bytgathering fabric into even sized folds, calléeps, before the garment

or article is assembled (Young 2000).
Estimation of Fabric

Traditional minds advise to take three to four Snfebric than the target width. This is quite aatgde method for
estimating the fabric for a smocking project (WdI§96). Lozenge smocking pattern consume fabritls leagthwise and
widthwise in considerable amount, so dimensionsheffabric required must be calculated keeping ithimind (Smith
2010). Other than this, type of fabrics, requiréttis density and stitch depth are also the factorse considered while
estimating the required amount of fabric. Thickkraps require more fabric and in the same way aefetbric is required
for a deeper stitch or pleat. All this depends erigh requirement and the final look of the enddpod. Thicker fabrics

like wool also demand for extra amount of fabricofff/1996).
Pleating

Pleating is one of the most important steps adlitferm foundation of your smocking (Durand 197@pzenge
patternis sewn using a grid that alternates taut and skitkhes. When the pattern is expanded to the ssacg
measurements, design grid is marked and stitche®eavorked out. The alternating taut and sladklsts help to create
the North American smocking’s distinctive look. Cmionly, these dots are sewn on a very small schtaytal/4 to 1/2

inch apart; however the measurements in width eavaelied depending upon the design (Smith 2010).
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Figure 1: Lozenge Smocking Pattern (Acolchado 2012)

The grid can be transferred to the reverse of #ieid using any of the marking methods, includirmnion
transfer, vanishing pen or tailor's chalk. If thatgern is drawn with a vanishing pen or tailor'siéh the stitched side of
the design could be used as the front. It will leépful to transfer the markings from the chart adl\as the grid. The
fastest way of preparing the design onto the bddkefabric is iron-on grid interfacing. The infi@eing can be added if
desired as it will stiffen the fabric, making itldahe shape well and the folds will be much crisped more defined.
Wherever, a softer finish may be preferable, iatgrfg should be avoided (Singer 2013).The stitelnesvorked out from

left to right in order to create rows of lozengdtg@an (Smith 2010). In simple words, lozenge patteeeds creator to
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follow two basic stitch sequences. In the firstisatce, thdéwo stitches together are pulled as per a andfigume 1. The
Lozenge pattern iworked on the wrong side of the fabric (Acolchadd 20 The next sequence is when one goes from b

to ¢ but do not pull the stitcheSne third of the pleat is caught while working soiocking stitches.

Figure 2: Lozenge Smocking Pattern (Singer 2013)

One pleat should be worked at time to pull eadblstn a direction it comes out of the pleat uittis snug. When
the dots are picked up, the threads should bedfitimly in order to secure the pleats. The amafrightening, however;
should be kept similar all along the pattern whilerking stitches, so as to achieve a neat and hadous look (Durand
1979).

Pleating Machine

Other than gathering the fabric manually, a pleptitachine can also be used. Pleating machineslitle &it of
an investment, ranging from $150-$300. Smockinghimees are available with different variations attdeéhments (Garza
2016). In a patented method (Durand 1982), a plgatr smocking machine had been developed. The ima@asses
fabrics or other sheet material between elongatéetmeshed toothed rollers onto needles which appasted by the
rollers, increasing the width of material that ¢enprocessed. Bobbins are provided on the macbmeolding the thread

for each needle, and means are provided for teingjdhe thread passed from each bobbin to a needle.
APPLICATIONS OF LOZENGE PATTERN

Lozenge smockingeduces fullness in fabric with a very attractitiéch pattern. It is a popular method used for
shaping and decorating adult and young childrel@thing (Young 2000). Before elastic, smocking veasnmonly used
in cuffs, bodices, and necklines in garments wHawdons were undesirable. As mentioned by Fain i drticle,
“smocking divests itself of masculine, lower claasd rural connotations and becomes urban, uppses,cand feminized.
Smocking ceases to use the qualifier frock, fromoakefrock, as it transitions from referencing agsintype of garment to
referencing a range of embroidery techniques. Asckimg becomes widely employed as a descriptive ter women'’s
fashion, it drops its original function and cultusggnificance as a visible marker of the male rlaboring poor”. Today,
various forms of smocking patterns add grace, elegiaand style to clothes, bedcovers, furnishiags, wall hangings
(The Reader's Digest Association 2007). Also, theme be used for blouses, skirts, dresses, lingeiggtgowns and
lightweight jackets (Stauffer 2004). The sleeved yokes of garments and even the tops of curtaidscashions can be

stocked with great success. There is almost na litnére one can practice smocking skills (Niekedk3).
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Table 1: Possible Product Articles by Using Lozeng8mocking Technique

Product Category Articles
Majorly women and children wear, Formal ass
well informal outfits including dresses, shirts,
night wears, skirts, aprons, gowns, and frocks.
Apparel The embroidery can be done upon possibly all
the areas viz. necklines, cuffs, sleeve tops,
centre panel, at bottom, waist or any other
possible emphasis point.

Cushions, pillow covers, Curtains, canopies
Upholstery bed sheet frills, table mat frills, lampshades
and many more.

Figure 3: Lozenge Smocking

Source: https://www.pinterest.com

SCOPE OF NEEDLEWORK

Textiles were actively traded commodities. Clothnicessity of life and when transformed into cloghiit
becomes portable statement of status, wealth atibfa In present industry, diverse variety of protd is developed from
textile materials which are sold in domestic aslaslglobal market. In order to fulfill large amdwf needs, textile were
bought, sold and exchanged through an internatiosi@bork (Rivard 2002). Almost all the surveys regmsitive sales in
the fields of home textiles and smocked articlesthe present scenario of heavy competition novetyct ideas are
always welcomed by textile industry. Lozenge smogkiaving its uncomplicated pattern and admiralkelsghs finds its

place in a variety of product markets.

CONCLUSIONS

As one of the ancient handicraft, embroideries arddle works have always contributed to progress an
enhancement of country’s civilization. Originallpad to signify one’s caste position, embroiderasrl came to have
purely ornamental value and evolved into favorédbficommon people (Anonymous 2012). Smocking &taimilar to
embroidery. Out of its various patterns, lozengecking is an attractive art because of its simpliand delicacy. It is an
inexpensive hobby that only requires threads abdda (Niekerk 2013). It is an elegant needlewohkicl can be easily

learnt and explored till the limits of creativity.
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